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conquest. Bands of marauding dacoits infested the
country and many British officers and soldiers were
sniped. Lord Dufferin was criticised in the English
press for having been over-impulsive. Sensitive, as
he always was, to any public criticism, the reports of
continued dacoity in the Burmese provinces caused
him much distress. He appealed to Lord Roberts to
prepare and supervise a scheme for the suppression
of brigandage throughout the province; and by the
spring of 1889 complete order had been established.

(5)

Such were the most durable of Lord Bufferings
achievements. The North safeguarded and the annexa-
tion of a country ' twice the size of France'. For
the rest, he aimed only at maintaining peace and
order. * I never/ he wrote to Lord Salisbury in
February, 1888, c had any ambition to distinguish my
reign by a sensational policy, believing as I did . . .
that in the present condition of affairs it is best for
the country that the administration should be driven
at a slow and steady pressure/ Apart from these two
most dramatic and most telling strokes of statesman-
ship, Lord Bufferings four years in India were marked
by no great administrative changes and by no political
experiments. They fuse, as one looks back upon them,
into a dusty succession of tours and durbars, of speeches
and addresses, of banquets and receptions, of levees and
investitures.

He was not a man to despise the pomps of power.
He liked the great Palace at Calcutta which Captain
Wyatt of the Royal Engineers had so cunningly copied
from the Adam designs of Kedleston. He liked the